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Suffolk County Council
Corporate Environment Policy
Suffolk’s natural and historic environment is one of its greatest strengths. It is why so many enjoy living and working in and visiting Suffolk and, therefore, has a vital role in improving health and wellbeing. Suffolk’s environment also makes a significant economic contribution, as a leader in sustainable growth with its renewables and technology sectors, as well as its strong visitor economy. 
We will strive to achieve the ambition to Create the Greenest County by managing the impacts of a changing climate, reducing damaging emissions, protecting and enhancing the natural and historic environment.
The county council has declared a climate emergency and recognises both the urgency for action and the scale of the challenge to become carbon neutral. We will continue to adapt our own approaches as we progress to net zero, as well as working to encourage others’ behaviour changes.

Our work is guided by our three core targets for 2030:

· Suffolk County Council will be Net Zero across its operations
· We will work with organisations and communities towards achieving a net zero Suffolk by 2030 
· We will positively enhance the biodiversity value of at least 30% of SCC land and assets by 2030 and work with partners and stakeholders to achieve a similar goal across Suffolk

The policy sets out how Suffolk County Council will operate organisationally in support of these aims. Specific details of how we are supporting the wider Suffolk environment, and the work programmes delivering the targets can be found at:

· Suffolk Climate Emergency Plan
· Suffolk’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy
· Suffolk County Council’s Transformation Programmes
In planning and delivering our services, we are committed to meeting all relevant regulatory, legislative and other requirements, and to the continual improvement of our environmental performance as part of our transition to a Carbon Negative Nature Positive council. We will monitor progress against these targets and publish this information.
The Environment Strategy Team will work with officers from across the organisation to develop the Council’s environment policies, targets and plans, overseen by the Cabinet Member with responsibility for the Environment. The Council will also support the achievement of a Net Zero Suffolk through the implementation of the Suffolk Climate Action Plan in partnership with all of Suffolk’s local authorities and other partner organisations. We will monitor and measure our progress towards achieving our plans and targets in the Action Plan and publish this information.

The Council recognises the importance of managing its own direct and indirect environmental impacts and will encourage other members of the community to reduce their negative impacts on the environment. We will seek to demonstrate to communities, businesses, the voluntary sector and employees, all the benefits of improving environmental practices, reducing carbon emissions and effectively managing resources. We will also highlight the importance of understanding and managing the risks related to the impacts of climate change and the changing nature of severe weather events likely to affect Suffolk. 
The following actions are required to support the environment policy:

a) We will manage and improve our own environmental performance through the implementation of an environmental management system. This will ensure that we undertake the following actions: 
· Report regularly on greenhouse gas emissions, and progress towards the target of a net zero target by 2030.

· Reduce our carbon emissions from all activities in line with the Net Zero target.
· Prevent environmental pollution and minimise waste. 

· Continually improve our energy efficiency and reduce our use of resources.
· Reduce the impact of vehicle travel by County Council employees
· Implement sustainable procurement practices. 
· Assess the environmental impact of key decisions, ensuring a whole life cost view is taken to balance financial, social and environmental issues. 
· Enhance biodiversity, conserve distinctive landscapes and protect the historic environment.
b) We will ensure that sustainable development and design is a fundamental element of our policies and activities. 

c) We will champion environmental awareness and sustainability to staff and Suffolk’s communities.
d) We will involve and consult the public on issues affecting the local and global environment.
e) We will work in partnership with other organisations and through education, advice and regulation help to bring about environmental protection and enhancement. 

f) We will champion Suffolk’s ambition to Create the Greenest County and will contribute actively to the achievement of this ambition.

g) We will work to support the Health and Well-Being Board’s objective of an enhanced environment that improves health outcomes in Suffolk.
h) We will work with other partners to support Suffolk’s economic growth as a prosperous and sustainable economy.

Supporting policies:

Energy and Water Policy

Suffolk County Council is committed to improving its energy and water efficiency and will seek to achieve this by managing its energy and water consumption. The county council will invest in and implement measures that reduce energy consumption resulting in reduced long term costs and carbon emissions. The county council will seek to be creative in the design and maintenance of buildings through implementing the use of renewable and innovative technologies where this is feasible and cost effective. The county council will communicate the value of energy and water conservation to staff and, as community leader, to the general public. 
Where possible, demand reduction is the best solution to meeting power needs, for both economic and environmental reasons, and we will work to minimise the energy requirements of new and existing buildings. Where new or replacement power sources are needed, we will investigate ways to reduce power demand before investing in power supply. Where power is needed, we will always go with the lowest carbon option that is appropriate to the needs of the building.
BREEAM Policy

BREEAM (Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method) is a sustainability assessment method that is used to masterplan projects, infrastructure and buildings. It sets standards for the environmental performance of buildings through the design, specification, construction and operation phases and can be applied to new developments or refurbishment schemes. BREEAM evaluates the procurement, design, construction and operation of a development against a range of targets based on performance benchmarks. It focuses on sustainable value across range of categories including energy, land use and ecology, water, wealth and wellbeing, pollution, transport, materials, waste and management.
Where the council has influence over a project it will expect a standard of BREEAM ‘Excellent’. Where this is not possible (in circumstances agreed by the Cabinet Member responsible for the Greenest County) the council expects a minimum standard of ‘Very Good’ or equivalent to be met and will aim for ‘Excellent’ in particular aspects of BREEAM e.g. energy or biodiversity”

· For projects where the “Construction cost (also known as Initial Target Price)” is greater than £5 million a BREEAM assessment must be completed with the exception of where less than 75% of the floor area is new build or the refurbishment does not qualify as a major refurbishment according to the BREEAM definition (In that case it must follow the process laid out in point 2 below). The BREEAM status being aimed for must be reported to the Cabinet Member with the responsibility for the Greenest County at pre-assessment stage using the BREEAM form and at any other stage if the expected and agreed rating to be achieved changes e.g. the rating changes from ‘Excellent’ to ‘Very Good’. If the build is not expected to achieve BREEAM ‘Excellent’ at any stage then a brief explanation is required for the Cabinet Member to explain why the build is not expected to achieve BREEAM ‘Excellent’ and what it would take to make it possible to achieve BREEAM ‘Excellent’ from its current rating in order to conform with the council’s current policy. 

· All projects, including those below the £5 million threshold, need to align with the Suffolk County Council’s goals for 2030 for its own estate.

· To be net zero carbon

· To have enhanced biodiversity across 30% of the land area
All new developments need to demonstrate how they contribute to these objectives.
This policy is reviewed annually.
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