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Latest Grant Funding Opportunities (Date: March 2025 – Issue 2) 
Sector: The Voluntary, Community, Faith and Social Enterprise (VCFSE) Sector
Scope:  This funding research focuses on the latest grants available to VCFSE organisations in Suffolk.
Visit our webpage to learn more about our service and how to access support   
Our privacy policy
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Announcement: National Lottery Strategy.  In 2023 we launched our new seven-year strategy It Starts With Community. following this, we’re making some exciting changes to how we will distribute over £3 billion to England’s communities.  We’ll focus on:

· tackling health inequalities (as part of our mission to enable people to live healthier lives)
· environmental injustice and access to quality nature (as part of our mission to help communities be environmentally sustainable).
· inclusive places and activities, prioritising communities least able to help people come together (as part of our mission to help communities come together)
· supporting babies, children, young people and their families to navigate key transitions in their lives (as part of our mission to help children and young people thrive).
Video: The changes to our England funding


	Announcement: BBC Children in Need has announced that it is transitioning to a new grantmaking system in 2025 to enhance its funding processes. Closing to new applications from 14th April and reopen at the end of September 2025.


	One Stop Shops 
	Community Partnership Programme to Tackle Food Poverty & Support the Elderly  

#BuryStEdmunds #Lowestoft #Oulton-Broad #Beccles #Claydon #Ipswich #Kesgrave

Groundwork is working with One Stop Stores Ltd to administer the One Stop Community Partnership programme. Successful applicants will receive an initial grant of up to £1,000 and begin a partnership with their local One Stop store.

This programme is designed to support community groups or organisations operating within two miles of a One Stop store and supports projects and initiatives that are:

Tackling food poverty   *   Supporting the vulnerable   *   Supporting the elderly   
*   Supporting low-income families   *   Supporting local sports teams   *   Improving the local environment   *   Reducing Waste in the community

Applicants are encouraged to visit their local One Stop store for more information. 

Application deadline: 31 March 2025	(Decision Date W/C 12 May 2025)

Visit the One Stop Shop Community Grants webpage 
*see One Stop Shop store locator map (post code search) 
 
	Revenue / Equipment 
	Up to £1,000 
	Registered Charities, Schools, Health bodies, Parish/Town Councils, Social Enterprises, Community 
Interest Companies

	The Tudwick Foundation
	Education, Community welfare, Cost of living, health and wellbeing #Suffolk #Essex

A grant-giving body that awards grants typically between £300-£3,000 to communities and charitable organisations in Essex and Suffolk. Includes preservation and protection of physical and mental health.  Preference is to support smaller organisations with an annual income below £500,000.

Types of donations include core funding and project-based grants, and the trustees greatly encourage new organisations to apply.

Visit The Tudwick Foundation website

	Specific and well-defined projects or Core funding
	between £300-£3,000
	Small Community Groups, Registered Charities and Community Interest Companies

(annual income below £500,00)

	The Fore Trust
	Development and Capacity Building grants programme

The Fore's mission is to support the development of exceptional small Charities (and CICs) that are supporting marginalised groups by awarding unrestricted grants of up to £30,000 for projects and activities that can potentially have a transformational impact on their organisation.

Registration will be open for one week from 12pm (midday) on Thursday 27th March 2025 to 12pm (midday) on Thursday 3rd April 2025.

All those who submit a registration will be emailed with confirmation as to whether they have been accepted to move to Stage 2. They will then be invited to submit a full application. 

Their website hosts resources on how potential applicants can strengthen their application.

Visit the Fore Trust website

	Unrestricted
	Up to a maximum £30,000, spread over one to three years
	Registered Charities, CIO’s, Community Interest Companies (CICs) limited by guarantee, or Community Benefit Societies whose annual revenue is less than £500,000.

	The People’s Postcode Trust
	Places Fund (East of England)  

Funding round dates for 2025 are:

Round 1: 9am, 24th March 9am to 12 noon, 31st March 2025
Round 2: 9am, 24th June to 12 noon, 1st July 2025
Round 3: To be confirmed later in 2025

Eligibility: Grants between £500-£2,500.

Constituted Community Groups, Exempt incl. Parochial Church Councils), Social Enterprises (asset lock) with an annual income below £250,000: 

Eligibility: Grants between £500-£25,000.

Registered Charities, Community Interest Company (asset lock) or Community Benefit Societies with an annual income below £250,000).

For this round priority may be given to charities and good causes which meet some or all of the following criteria:

· Funding organisations with an annual income of £250,000 and below (see who can apply )
· Funding for communities that rank as being within the top 15% on the English Indices of Deprivation
· Funding for groups that are led by and provide services for people from the following minority/marginalised groups
· Communities experiencing racial inequity
· People with disabilities
· LGBT+ Community

Themes of interest for 2025:

· Enabling participation in physical activity
· Enabling participation in the arts
· Improving biodiversity and responding to the climate emergency
· Improving green spaces and increasing access to the outdoors
· Preventing or reducing the impact of poverty
· Providing support to improve mental health
· Supporting marginalised groups and tackling inequality

Visit the Postcode Place Trust website
Frequently Asked Questions  
Application form questions doc

	Unrestricted 
	Between £500 – £25,000 dependent upon type of organisation
	Listed Not for Profits whose income is £1m or less in the most recent financial year (organisations with an income of less than £250k are prioritised)

3 trustees for a registered charity and 2 directors for companies

	Lloyds Bank Foundation
	Small Charities: Local Collaborations Programme

We will be awarding grants of up to £100,000 over two years to small Registered Charities to achieve change in local policy and practice around three key issues: 

· making the social security system work better for those facing the greatest challenges;
· making sure people facing complex issues have access to suitable accommodation;
· improving support and services for asylum seekers and refugees.

Collaborations can include a larger Charity, a CIC or a Local Authority.

Expressions of Interest deadline: Wednesday 30th April 2025. 

Visit the Lloyds Bank Foundation – Local Collaborations Programme web-portal

	Flexible (core or projects)
	Up to £100,000 split over two years
	Registered Charities annual income between £25,000 and £1million)

	Lloyds Bank Foundation 
	Small Charities: Racial Equity Programme
The Racial Equity Programme supports small, local and specialist charities to strengthen their capacity and capabilities and become more resilient.
This year, the Foundation will be providing 41 unrestricted grants of £75,000 over three years (£25,000 per year) with tailored development support specialist Registered Charities (CIOs) and Community Interest Companies which are led by and working with people who are experiencing economic inequity because of their race or ethnicity.
· Have an annual income of between £25,000 and £500,000 (latest accounts.
· Have a track record of directly delivering services for at least one year to people (aged 18 and over) from racially minoritised communities experiencing significant economic disadvantage. Services should support people over the long term and support people to strengthen their immediate personal or financial circumstances and then support them to make progress towards achieving their employment/career aspirations and ambitions.
· Be led by and working for communities experiencing inequity because of their race or ethnicity: at least 75% of their Directors/Trustees, and at least 50% of staff self-identify as belonging to the communities being supported.
· Be delivering culturally appropriate services that are developed in response to community needs.
· Ensure that people with lived experiences of the issues being addressed by organisation are at the centre of the designing, developing, and managing the services being provided.
A webinar will be held on Thursday 3rd April 2025 (10:30 to 12noon). Registration is required
Applications are now open with a deadline of Thursday 29th May 2025.
Visit the Lloyds Bank Foundation – Racial Equity Programme web-portal

	Unrestricted
	grants of £75,000 over three years (£25,000 per year)
	Registered Charities, CIO or Community Interest Company 

Annual income between: 
£25,000 and £500,000 in the last set of published accounts.

	Centrica 
	Energy for Tomorrow Fund 

Helping communities reach net zero through grant funding and expert advice. Energy for Tomorrow offers grant funding, tools and support to innovative energy projects that can drive a greener, fairer future. Whether you need £20,000 to install an EV charging point or £100,000 to fund a transformative energy tool.

We are now accepting project applications for the East and Southeast regions. 

The deadline to apply is midnight, Thursday 17th April 2025

Visit the Centrica – Energy for tomorrow grants programme web portal

	Capital / Revenue
	Up to £100,000
	Private businesses, Non-profit companies, Charities and Community Interest Companies

	Clothworkers Foundation 
	Capital grants for projects benefiting disadvantaged people
 
The Clothworkers Foundation awards grants to Charities and other not for profit organisations (including special schools) to support capital projects that support disadvantaged sections of the community. This includes alcohol & substance misuse; disadvantaged minority communities; disadvantaged young people or older people; domestic & sexual abuse; homelessness; domestic & sexual abuse; and economically disadvantaged.  
 
1. Buildings: purchase, construction, renovation or refurbishment.

1. Fittings, Fixtures, and Equipment: this includes but is not limited to office equipment/furniture, sports/gym equipment, digital/audio visual equipment, software and websites, garden equipment, specialist therapeutic (excluding medical) equipment. It does not include equipment for one-off use, or which will be given to service users for personal use on a permanent basis.

1. Vehicles: This includes a minibus, car, caravan, people-carrier, or 4X4. We are unlikely to fund the total cost of a new vehicle and do not provide grants towards vehicle leasing.

Applications can be made at any time. 

Visit the Clothworkers Foundation website 
Guidance document
Frequently Asked Questions
Digital Infrastructure webinar recording 

	Capital  
	Large grants £15,000 and typically, not more than £150,000
 
Small grants up to: £15,000
	Registered charities, CICs, and other registered UK not-for-profit organisations (including special schools) 

	The 7 Stars Foundation
	Funding to Support Challenged & Vulnerable Young People

Grants of up to £2,500 are available to charities (annual turnover of less than £1.5 million) that support challenged and vulnerable young people under the age of 16 in area of deprivation or socio-economic disadvantage.

Funding for offered across the following streams:

· Project grants to cover the costs of projects that respond to one or more of the funding priorities of the 7stars Foundation.
· Shine Bright funding for registered charities to purchase items and resources to protect and support the children they serve through the cost-of-living crisis.
· Direct grants funding to individuals affected by the Foundation's priorities, supported by outreach/social/care workers or legal professionals. (Applications must be submitted by the supporting professional/organisation.)
· Social Impact funding for three charities across the year for projects that align with awareness days across the year.

The trustees typically meet four times a year to review grant applications.

Visit the 7stars Foundation website
Case Studies

	Revenue
	Up to £2,500
	Charities with an annual income of below £1.5m

	People’s Postcode Lottery
	[bookmark: _Toc192849161][bookmark: _Toc192849888]Early Years / Schools Outdoor Learning Equipment Grants
Early Years, Infant, Primary and Secondary Schools can apply for up to £500 worth of free outdoor resources and two hours of professional outdoor training to deliver outdoor learning and play.
The funding is being made available through the Learning through Landscapes’ Local School Nature Grant Programme and is funded by the players of the People’s Postcode Lottery.
Applicants must be employed by the schools and not PTA members or trustees.
The next closing date for applications is Friday 4th April 2025.
Visit the Nature Grants web-portal guidance 
	Equipment 
	Up to £500
	Early Years, Infant, Primary and Secondary School

	Swire Charitable Trust 
 
	Personal Development, Environment and Heritage project grants 
 
The aim of the Swire Charitable Trust is to make grants to UK charities who are working hard to transform the lives of some of the most vulnerable members of our society, as well as those working to protect our country’s heritage and environment. 

· Opportunity: Improving life chances, realising potential 
· Environment: Connecting people to the environment and supporting the UK’s biodiversity 
· Heritage: Regeneration through restoration and safeguarding endangered skills 
 
Grants examples: £14,000 grant for 12-month project; £50,000 grant split over two years. 
 
Visit the Swire Charitable Trust website 
(guidelines) 
(please complete the online funding request form, briefly outlining your excellent work) 
 
	Revenue / Unrestricted / Core Costs and Capital  
	£5,000-£60,000  
(multi-year) 
	Registered Charities 

	Masonic Charitable Foundation

	Early Years / SEND / CYP Domestic Abuse and Dementia Service Support Grants 

The Foundation now has rolling grant programmes with no deadlines as follows:

· Children: Early Years
· Children: Special Educational Needs & Disabilities (SEND)
· Children affected by Domestic Abuse
· Dementia

Small grants are for charities whose annual income does not exceed £500,000. These grants are unrestricted. Small grants range from £1,000-£5,000 per year, for up to three years.

Large grants are for larger charities whose annual income is between £500,000 - £5 Million. They must be restricted to a project. Large grants usually range from £10,000 to £60,000. They can be awarded over one to three years.

Later life: This programme is open to local and national charities that are working to reduce loneliness and isolation in later life. 

Visit the Masonic Charitable Foundation website

	Revenue 
	Small grants
£1,000-£5,000 for up to 3 years

Large grants: 
£10,000-£60,000
	Registered Charities

	The Gosling Foundation

	Grants to support the development of Young People

Applications are accepted from Registered Charities/CIOs/CICs in the UK that have an income of less than £30 million per annum.  They also accept grants from uniformed youth groups (eg Sea Cadets, Scouts, Girl Guides.

Grant: The minimum grant awarded is £5,000.
There are no set grant amounts; trustees may award more or less than requested and will rarely fully fund projects. Applications should therefore include a fundraising plan.
Single and multi-year funding is available.

Eligible Expenditure
The funding is for charitable projects that address the Foundation's four areas of focus:
· Royal Navy and Royal Marines - to improve their quality of life.
· Youth - provide opportunities and support for disadvantaged young people.
· Education - opportunities and support for people.

Grants can be used for: 
· Project costs (for projects that directly impact beneficiaries).
· Capital projects eg new buildings, extensions, refurbishment and recreational spaces.
· IT projects, moving services online, setting up helplines etc.
· Equipment and furniture.
· Salaries (for positions that directly impact beneficiaries).
· Events that directly impact beneficiaries.

Visit The Gosling Foundation website

	Revenue or Capital
	£5,000-£30,000

(match-funding desirable for higher grant awards)
	Registered Charities/CIOs/CICs in the UK that have an income of less than £30 million per annum.

Special Needs Schools and Colleges


	Austin Hope-Pilkington Charity
	Small Grants The Arts: Improving Access projects (Large charities)

Project grants (up to £5,000) will focus will be on performing arts projects – theatre, dance or music – that improve audience access and participation.  We won’t consider applications from non-performing arts projects, or projects focussing on performers.

Grant Round 2: The Arts: Improving Access: 1st - 30th April 2025

Visit the Austin Hope-Pilkington Charity website

	Revenue
	Up to £5,000
	Registered Charities with an annual income over £1 million.

	The Charlotte Aitkens Trust
	Literature engagement and Creative Arts project grants

Grants are available for charitable organisations within the UK who promote the creative arts for the public benefit, especially literature, whether fiction, non-fiction drama or poetry.

Last year, ten grants were awarded (six of which were new grant recipients).

The funding can be used for several different things, including:

· Support of local literary festivals and touring production companies.
· Schemes that promote creative writing in schools.
· Support of the infrastructure of artistic organisations and buildings of national importance
· Book prizes
· Playwrights and theatres

The first step in the application process is to contact the Trust using the contact form on its website.

Visit the Charlotte Aitken Trust website

	Project / Events funding 
	First-time grants ranged from £3,000 to £10,000
	Charity, Social Enterprise

	Brit Awards
	[bookmark: _Toc180326051][bookmark: _Toc180230775][bookmark: _Toc180230412][bookmark: _Toc180230367]Funding to Improve Young People’s Lives Through Music & the Creative Arts

Funding is available for Registered Charities that use the power of music and the creative arts to improve the lives of young people of all backgrounds across the UK.  This funding supports music and arts initiatives that promote education, wellbeing, and community engagement, helping individuals realise their full potential, regardless of ability, ethnicity, gender, or sexuality. 
A small number of grants are awarded each year: Very large awards to the Brit School / Nordoff and Robbins Charity especially.

Applicants must have the support of a Music Industry contact to apply.

The application deadline is Wednesday 30th April 2025. 

Grant Panel June 2025.  
Board of Trustee meeting: November 2025
Visit The Brit Trust Awards Grants webpage
Application form doc


	Revenue
	Typically, £30,000
	Registered Charities

	Youth Music 
	Music Engagement: Youth Music Trailblazer Fund
 
The Youth Music Trailblazer fund offers grants of £2,000 to £30,000 to organisations in England to run projects for children and young people (25 or under) to make, learn and earn in music. The project should trial work for the first time, test a new way or working, or disrupt the status quo. 
Your work must meet one of our themes:  
 
· Early years 
· Disabled, d/Deaf and neurodivergent young people 
· Youth justice system 
· Young people facing barriers 
· Young adults 
· Organisations and the workforce 
 
A minimum of 10% match funding is required.  

Organisations under one year old can apply for a maximum grant of £15,000.
A Trailblazer project could be:

· A new community organisation testing out different ways of supporting nurseries to embed music-making into their day-to-day activities. 
· A Music Education Hub that wants to disrupt the status quo of their local music scene by setting up a Youth Board that has budget & power to make decisions about how the hub is run.
· An established youth centre trailing a programme of music activities for the first time.
· Music curriculum activity in a special school, Pupil Referral Unit or Alternative Provision setting.

The next deadline for applications is 11th April 2025 for projects starting between September and November 2025.
 
Visit the Youth Music Trailblazer Fund webpage 
guidance notes 
 
	Revenue / Equipment 
	£2,000 to £30,000 
	Charity, Community Interest Company 

	Cycling UK
	Big Bike Revival Summer 2025 Grants
Cycling UK is offering voluntary groups and not-for-profit organisations across England grants to deliver cycling projects aimed at adults who are either not currently cycling or cycling less frequently.
Through the Big Bike Revival Programme, grants of up to £3,500 are available for groups to deliver events that use the ‘fix-learn-ride’ model to achieve the following objectives:
Inspire and encourage the large proportion of the adult population who do not cycle, to start cycling.
Increase the number of adults that cycle by addressing the fact that a high proportion of adults in England own cycles (42%) but are not using them.
Increase the number of trips made by cycles by addressing the fact that adults in Britain appear to be aware of cycling and its potential for shorter journeys but have safety concerns about using it as a form of travel.
To improve the perception of cycling safety by providing opportunities for adults to access supported cycling activities, training on how to cycle safely, and how to keep cycles in safe working order.
Events should be aimed at people returning to cycling, starting as complete beginners, and other people who do not cycle regularly. This includes reaching new people, including groups who are underrepresented in cycling or face challenges and perceived barriers to cycling, such as:
· Women.
· People on low incomes.
· People who identify as belonging to an ethnic minority group. 
· People not in work.
· People who do not meet physical activity guidelines.
· People with perceived barriers to cycling.
For the Summer 2025 funding round, there is a focus on encouraging partners to inspire participants to return to subsequent events, to help sustain increases in cycling, and to help make a much bigger difference through Big Bike Revival. Proposed activities should take place between 18 April 2025 and 31 October 2025.
The final deadline for applications is 14th July 2025.
Visit the Big Bike Revival Summer 2025 Grants web-portal

	Activities / Events 
	Up to £3,5000.
	Not for Profits, Voluntary Groups

	National Churches Trust
	Large Grants for Church Repairs
National Churches Trust is accepting applications for the next round of its Large Grants programme.
The Trust offers grants of between £10,000 and £50,000 for urgent and essential structural repair projects (costed at more than £80,000) to buildings that were originally built as churches, or the installation of kitchen and toilets (costed at more than £30,000). Match funding of at least 50% is required. As the Trust has limited funding, most grants will be for less than £40,000. The average grant is around £15,000.
Applications will be considered from listed and unlisted Christian places of worship, of any denomination, in the UK that are open for at least six services of public worship a year. Although not listed as distinct priorities, the Trust seeks more applications from non-Anglican denominations and a geographic spread.
Priority is given to:
· Work to architecturally and historically significant buildings
· Urgent/essential structural repair projects (as identified in a recent QIR or building survey as required within two years), with a focus on buildings that are at risk
· Installation of kitchens and toilets where a strong need can be demonstrated
· Places of worship that can demonstrate a suitable maintenance system is in place to protect the investment
· Places of worship with regular opening hours
· Places of worship that can demonstrate strong community engagement and sound plans for economic viability.
There is a two-stage application process. If successful, a stage one application submitted in time for the July deadline would have a final decision in November 2025.
The deadline for stage 1 applications is 1 July 2025 (midnight)
Visit the National Churches Trust - Large Grants website

	Capital 
	between £10,000 and £50,000
	Christian Places of Worship



Select Grants from previous Grant Alert
	Funder Name 
	Overview 
	Revenue or Capital 
	Grant Value 
	Who can apply? 

	Big Change
	Youth Leadership and Civil Society challenge grants

The Spark Awards are an invitation to all young people to use their experiences and creativity to build a brighter future. 

Big Change will fund and support up to 10 young leaders, or teams of up to three, based in England, aged between 18 and 25, who have pilot-ready projects that address the problems facing young people, and have the potential to create lasting change.

The selected projects will receive a grant of up to £40,000 to develop their project, and a 12-month tailored learning and development programme worth up to £10,000 to support the delivery of their pilot, their personal growth, and develop their leadership skills.

We are holding a webinar on Thursday, 3rd April at 5pm to answer all your questions, click here to register for it.

Application deadline is Sunday 20th April 2025

Visit the Big Change – The Spark Awards webpage

	Revenue / Capital 
	Up to £40,000
	Young Leaders aged 18-35 yrs

	National Lottery 
	National Lottery Community Fund: Awards for All 

Who can apply?  Registered Charities (CIO), Not for profit organisations, schools (as long as your project benefits and involves the communities around the school), Parish/Town Councils and statutory bodies.

Grants are from £300 to £20,000. And can support your project for up to two years.

You can apply for funding to deliver a new or existing activity or to support your organisation to change and adapt to new and future challenges.

We can fund projects that’ll do at least one of these things:

· bring people together to build strong relationships in and across communities
· improve the places and spaces that matter to communities
· help more people to reach their potential, by supporting them at the earliest possible stage
· support people, communities and organisations facing more demands and challenges because of the cost-of-living crisis.

Application deadline: Ongoing. Apply at least 16 weeks before you want to start the activities or spend any of the money.

Visit the National Lottery Community Awards for All Grant Portal

	Revenue or Capital 
	Between £300-£20,000
	Not for Profits, Parish/Town Council, Schools, Statutory bodies, with a least two unrelated Trustees/Directors
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